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What’s the deal? 

Cyberbullying 
Sexting
Ignoring 
Internet Safety





Cyberbullying?

Cyberbullying, v:  the use of 
technology such as computers and 
cell phones to engage in repeated, 

and hostile behavior by an 
individual or group, that is 
intended to harm others.



So what’s the big deal?



School-Related Consequences

 Neb. Rev. Stat. 79-2,137 
 Definition: “ongoing pattern of 

physical, verbal or electronic abuse”
 Consequences:

• Loss of extracurricular privileges 
• Detentions
• Short and Long Term Suspension
• Expulsion
• Alternative School Assignment



Bell v. Itawamba County Sch., 
(5th Cir 2015)

Student made offensive rap 
recording
•“betta watch your back/Ima serve this 
n***a like I serve the junkies with 
some crack 

•“Run up on T-Bizzle/ I’m going to hit 
you with my rueger

•You f***ing with the wrong one/going 
to get a pistol down your mouth

•“middle fingers up if you want to cap 
that n***a

Posted to Facebook, YouTube
•2,000 hits



Bell v. Itawamba County Sch., 
(5th Cir 2015)

Principal heard recording (on a 
student’s phone)
Student who made recording:

•7 day suspension
•Assigned to the alternative school for 
the remainder of the quarter

•No school activities
Sued, arguing that:

•Allegations against coaches were true
•Lyrics were not “true threat”
•First Amendment protection



Bell v. Itawamba County Sch., 
(5th Cir 2015)

Court :
•Since social media can be accessed 
on phones, all comments about 
school have potential to affect 
school

•“paramount need for school officials 
to be able to react quickly and 
efficiently to protect students and 
faculty from threats, intimidation 
and harassment intentionally 
directed at the school community”





Civil Consequences

 Student and parents can be sued 
 Suing for money; no jail time

• Homeowners insurance often pays
• Judgments can result in home 

foreclosure and other hardship



Esquivel v. Doe, (TX 2014)

 Instagram page “2014 Klein Hoes”

 900 followers before taken down

 Settlement: $40,000



Criminal Consequences 
for Cyberbullying

 Neb. Rev. Stat. 28-311.01
 Terroristic Threats: “threatens to 

commit any crime of violence …
• With the intent to terrorize another 
• In reckless disregard of the risk of 

causing such terror
 Class IV Felony punishable by:

• Up to 5 years in prison and/or
• $10,000 fine





Sexting



Sexting

Sexting, v:  (a combination  
of sex and texting) is the act 
of sending sexually explicit 

messages or photos 
electronically, primarily 
between cell phones. 



How Common is Sexting?
June 2014 survey by Drexel University
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Snapchat



In re Juvenile John Does 
(Fairfax Co. Va 2013)

 Girls Snapchatted video to boy
 He forwarded screenshots to friends
 Three boys arrested at school
 Each charged with 12 counts of 

distribution of child pornography 
 Found guilty
 Appeals rejected



Nebraska Law
Neb. Rev. Stat. 28-813 et. seq. 
Makes sexting (images) a class IV felony 
for offenders under 19
Class IIIA felony for 19 and up
Both punishable by:

• Up to 5 years in prison and/or
• $10,000 fine
• Require sex offender registration



Survey of County Attorneys
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Internet Safety



State v. Gallegos

16-year-old girl met 17-year-old guy on 
Kik
Talked, became friends
Asked her for pictures
She said OK
Then said he’d share those photos with 
her classmates unless she met him



Things to Think About Before 
Pressing “Send” or “Post”



Don’t assume anything is 
private

Majority of sexting incidents involve pictures 
sent to boyfriend/girlfriend

The National Center for Missing & Exploited 
Children has identified 2,100 victims of online 
porn, ¼ sent the first images themselves

Every message is stored on a server



If something makes you 
uncomfortable, don’t do it  

40% of teens say “pressure from 
guys” is the reason girls post sexual 
messages and pictures



Consider the recipient’s reaction

Nationally, boys have been 
criminally prosecuted for sending 
unsolicited sexts



Nothing is truly anonymous



Questions?



Questions?
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